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40 VOTES Anp PROCEEDINGS, OcToBER, 1780,

Br the HOUSE of DELEGATES, January 29, 1781.

ResoLveED, That the ftate clothier be allowed a falary of two hundred and fifty pounds, in
Spanifh dollars at feven fhillings and fix-pence each, or the value thereof in bills of credity from
the twelfth day of May, 1779, when he entered into the fervice; and his affittant a talary of
one hundred and fifty pounds like money, from the tenth day of February, 1780, out of which
they are to pay their travelling expences ; and chat the faud falaries continue until the firft

Monday in November next. .

By order, F. GREEN, clk.
weR Br rus HOUSE or DELEGATES, JANvary 29, 1781,

ResoLveEDd, Thatif any continental foldier paffing through this ftate, or any fuch (oldier af-
ter his being dilcharged, and in paffing through this itate to his home, fhall be taken fo fick or
lame that he cannot travel, this ftate wi'l pay the reafonable charge for fupporting and taking
care of him till he fhall be able to procecd on his journey, and the auditor is to allow fuch reaw
fonable account, after its being proved, and by fome juitice of the peace certified to be reafon=
able, and that the perfon tor whom fuch charge is incuired was within the defeription of this
refolve ; and the money paid on fuch accounts is to be charged to +he United States.

. By order, F. GREEN, clk.
Which refolutions were read and affented to.

The bill, entitled, An adt to feize, confifcate, and appropriate all Britith property within this
ftate, was read the {econd time, pafled with the following amendments, and fent to the houfe of
delegates by William Hindman, Efq; .

Amendments propofed. Page 2. In the third line from the bottom, after the word *¢ proper-
ty,” infert ¢ debts only excepted.” g

Page 7. Strike out from the word ¢¢ a@” in the 8th line, to the word ¢ and” in the 12th line.
In the 2d line from the bottom, after the word “¢ land,”” infert ¢¢ except imported merchandife ;"
and ia the fame line ftrike out from the word *¢ or” inclufive, to the word *¢ flates” inclufive,

. infert ¢¢ ftace.” .
; ge 8. In the firft line after the word ¢¢ ftate,” infert ¢ except as aforefaid.” Strike out
3

the words *¢ or whofe” in the firtt line inclufive, to the word ¢ enemy” in the interli~
neation on the third linc. At the bottom of the eighth page infert the following claufe :

““ And be it enafted, That the debts due to Ofgood Hanbury, individually or in company,
and the debts due to Sylvanus Grove, to the amount of two thirds of the bank ftock belonging
to this ftate, fhall be and hereby are taken and confifcaied, and the fame fhall be applicd, in the
firft place, to fatisfy the debts due from the faid Ofgood Hanbury, individually or in company,
and the debts due from Sylvanus Grove, refpedtively, and in the next place, to fatisfy the debts
due from James Ruflell to the fubjeéts of this ftate as aforefaid, and the balance, if any, fhall
be and hereby is applied as a fund to fink and pay the bills cf credit as aforefsid.”

Meflieurs Moriis anu Cramphin, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the bill,
entitled, An a&t to empower the delegates of this ftate in con&refs to fubfcribe and ratify the ar-
ticles of confederation. with the following meflage ;

By THe HOUSE or DELEGATES, Januvary 29, 1781,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS,

T HE earneft defirc we have that this ftate fhould confederate, from our opinion of the utili-
ty of fuch a meafure, has induced us to return you the bill to empower the delegates of this ftate
in congrefs te fubfcribe and ratify the articles of contederation, in hopes of your hanours affir-
mative thereto. 'The advantages and neceflity of one general eftablifhed power, to draw into
a&tion the force of the United States, 1s obvious ; perhaps the efforts of the union have not yet,
for want of it, been equal to its ability, and by longer delaying to define and mark dut diftinétly
the powers of congrefs, it is probable that body may, according to the courfe of human events,
poflefs in a fhort time too little for our defence, or too much for our liberty. But if the weight
and moderation of conére(s fhould continue, as it bas done, to the admiration of a fpeculative
mind, for upwards of five years, the inconvenience, which has already been very great, will al-
fo continue, of tranfaling executive bufinefs by o large a body, or committees of it; and if
we fhould obtain a peace on terms the moft defirable, a new compa&@ muft then be formed, of
each ftate left to purfue its feparate views and interefts, without any common obje&t or center
of union, a {ituation not cligible by any who wifhes well to the whole.

As your honours bave not intimated the reafons for your negative, we cannot be certaih what
they are, but from what has heretofore pafled on the fubje®, we prefume the claim made by
this ftate to the back country’s being a common ftock, not having been acceded to, is the
principal ; we are as ftrongly imprefled with the juftice of that claim as your honours, and are
perfuaded, that had no exclufive claims been fet up, the United States would not have been un-
der their prefent embarraflments about financé. How far the United States may now be bene-
fited by the weftern country as a common fund, is impoffible to determine, but it does.not ap=
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